population of more than 600 million and a territory as big as the United States, its ac¬ complishments in medicine and public health during the last 10 years are worthy of study.
To cope with the demand of national indus¬ trialization and reconstruction, much attention has been paid to public health and medicine in an effort to prevent disease and promote health and thus increase productivity. Since 
Conditions in Pre-Communist China
To understand medicine and public health in China today, it will be helpful to examine briefly the situation in these fields in preCommunist China.
Before the Communist regime took control in 1949, medicine and public health were far below modern standards. Poverty was wide¬ spread and diseases raged the country. For example, the general mortality rate in Peking was as high as 14.1 per 1,000. More than 75 percent of the population was illiterate. The total number of scientifically trained physicians was estimated to be 12,000 in about 500 hospi¬ tals ; the country's medical schools were capable of producing only 500 graduates per year for an estimated population of 400 million.
In "China's Health Problems," published in 1944, Sze (1) (2) . As (12) .
Filariasis has been practically eradicated from 38 districts and municipalities and 2,600,000 patients have been cured. A shortcourse treatment with a single dose of 1 gm. of diethylcarbamazine has been reported effective (13) . The number of kala-azar patients has dropped from 530,000 to 10,000 within the last 10 years. Hookworm infection (ancylostomiasis) is still widespread in the country. Re¬ portedly, more than 36 In various city and country resorts hundreds of sanitariums are now available free of charge for privileged groups (55) .
Three-Level System
The medical care system is divided into three levels (5 (65, 66 
